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of thoughtful synthetic work. Here again England and Englishmen are 
given a leading place, especially Locke's influence on the thought of the 
eighteenth century. Space is given, though necessarily limited, to the 
beginnings of journalism, the historiography of the period, English 
Deism, Methodism, Pietism, and secret societies. The last forty-five 
pages deal with Asia and Africa in this period. America is reserved 
for treatment in the next volume. 

The bibliography at the end is a further evidence, if it were neces- 
sary, of the author's wide familiarity with historical literature, though 

one misses some familiar titles. _ „ _ 

Guy Stanton Ford. 

The Declaration of Indulgence, 1672: a Study in the Rise of Organ- 
ised Dissent. By Frank H. Bate, M.A., B.Litt. With an In- 
troduction by C. H. Firth, M.A., Regius Professor of Modern 
History in the University of Oxford. (London : Archibald Con- 
stable and Company. 1908. Pp. xiii, 143, lxxxix, vi.) 
The Declaration of Indulgence of 1672 has a two-fold interest in 
English history. It was the culmination of a long series of attempts 
to solve the perplexing politico-religious problems of the time, and 
thus marks an epoch in the history of toleration. But it has further 
importance in the more purely political field as one of the measures of 
preparation for the Third Dutch War, along with the Stop of the 
Exchequer, the prorogation of Parliament, and the conciliation of the 
fanatic or desperado group of the old army faction. In this study, 
which was presented as a thesis for the degree of Bachelor of Letters 
at Oxford, Mr. Bate approaches the subject wholly from the first point 
of view. In a sense his subtitle is a truer description of his work, 
for more than half the essay is concerned with the rise of organized 
dissent from 1660 to 1672, and the Declaration is treated almost en- 
tirely as a part of that movement. Though his story is clearly and 
fairly told, its narrow range and the avoidance of many larger issues 
of politics with which the toleration policy was closely bound up 
causes this study, while valuable and suggestive, to lose a certain 
depth of interest and breadth of perspective which the inclusion of 
other tendencies would have given it. In some parts it is rather a 
summary of what has previously been known than distinctly original. 
It is not to be expected nor perhaps desired that its discoveries or 
conclusions should be startling or revolutionary. In the reviewer's 
opinion scarcely enough is made of the rising sentiment for toleration 
of Protestant dissent in the years preceding the Declaration nor of the 
preference exhibited by the Nonconformists for persecution as against 
the toleration of Catholics. The introduction of a bill for the ease 
of Protestant dissenters into Parliament is, in a sense, a more im- 
portant event than the Declaration itself, and is perhaps too lightly 
treated here. This consideration appears most clearly in the account 
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of the issue of the Declaration. The chief reason for its appearance is 
given correctly enough, but far more evidence could and should be 
adduced for it than the mere statement of North quoted in the foot- 
note (pp. 80-81). The reality of the Farnley Wood Plot (p. 44) at 
least was scarcely to be doubted, and in general the Nonconformist 
resistance and the fact that in some measure they had brought persecu- 
tion on themselves is minimized here as elsewhere in the book. Nearly 
ninety pages of the volume are given up to appendixes. Of these 
sixty-eight pages are devoted to the reprinting of the lists of licenses 
issued under the Declaration from the Calendar of State Papers, 
Domestic, prepared by Mr. Blackburne-Daniel. One would hardly 
have thought this worth while in view of the easy accessibility of the 
Calendars. It is interesting to observe in this connection that Mr. 
Bate reckons the number of ministers ejected under the Act of Non- 
conformity at 1800, and to note that the number of licenses was about 
1500. In spite of its limitations the present study is interesting and 
useful. No student of the Restoration, of Nonconformity, or of tolera- 
tion will fail to find here much that is of help in his field. One might 
wish that the bibliography was more full, that it was better arranged 
and evaluated, and that the index contained at least such obvious refer- 
ences as the Stop of the Exchequer, Farnley Wood Plot, Baptists, Fifth 
Monarchy, London, and the like, to note a few among many. But, 
on the other hand, one may be grateful for the inclusion of a good 
many quotations from contemporary tract and ballad literature, and 
in general for a compact and convenient resume of the royal tolera- 
tion policy for the first dozen years of that most vexed Restoration 

P eriod - W. C. Abbott. 

Les Relations Commer dales et Maritimes entre la France et les 
Cotes de I' Ocean Pacifique (Commencement du XVIII e Steele). 
Tome I. Le Commerce de la Mer du Sud jusqu'a la Paix 
d' Utrecht. Par E. W. Dahlgren. ( Paris : Honore Champion. 
1909. Pp. xvi, 729.) 

By the publication of the present volume Mr. Dahlgren has won 
the distinction not only of making an important contribution to the 
history of the commerce of France, but also of being a pioneer in 
reconstructing a chapter of an almost forgotten past. He had pre- 
viously published a study in Swedish on the same subject which was 
awarded the Jomard prize by the Geographical Society of Paris in 
1901. Unfortunately this work remained a closed volume to most 
students of French commerce, a fact that became all the more tanta- 
lizing after the publication in French of a most interesting article in 
the Revue Historique (July-August, 1905) and, in 1907, of a statistical 
account of the French voyages to the South Sea ( Voyages Fran^ais 
a Destination de la Mer du Sud avant Bougainville, 1605-1740). These 



